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"An individual has not started living until he can rise above the narrow confines of his individualistic

concerns to the broader concerns of all humanity."

Rev Dr Martin Luther King Jr
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Alternate Lectionary Readings
18 May 2008

Isaiah 44.21-28
Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant;.|
formed you, you are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me.

| have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, and your sins like
mist; return to me, for | have redeemed you.

Sing, O heavens, for the Lord has done it; shout, O depths of the earth;
break forth into singing, O mountains, O forest, and every tree in it! For
the Lord has redeemed Jacob, and will be glorified in Israel.

Thus says the Lord, your.Redeemer, who formed you.in the womb: | am
the Lord, who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who
by myself spread out the earth;

who frustrates the omens' of liars, and makes fools of diviners; who turns
back the wise, and makes their knowledge foolish;

who confirms the word of his servant, and fulfills the prediction of his
messengers;

who says of Jerusalem, “It shall be inhabited,” and of the cities of Judah,
“They shall be rebuilt, and | will raise up their ruins”;

who says to the deep, “Be dry— | will dry up your rivers”; who says of
Cyrus, “He is my shepherd, and he shall carry out all my purpose”; and
who says of Jerusalem, “It shall be rebuilt,” and of the temple,-“Your foun-
dation shall be laid.”

Ephesians 4.1-6

| therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to
maintain,the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body
and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, Who is
above all and through all and in all.

Luke 10.25-37

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must
| do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law?
What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your-heart; and with all your soul,-and with all your strength,
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We envision a church where all people are equal, at all levels, as God intended!

and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right
answer; do this, and you will live.”

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him,
and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when
he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw
him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine
on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The: next
day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when |
come back, | will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”*He said, “The one who showed him
mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

Mark 12.28-34

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he an-
swered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first
is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The second is this,
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is' no other commandment greatéer than these.” Then
the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him
there is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the
strength,” and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,” —this is much more important than all whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far
from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question.
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